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THEY'LL SEND OUT
A "SAUCER-QUIZ"

By DESMOND ZWAR

EN men will sit down in a Melbourne office
next month to talk seriously about the latest
“flying saucer’’ reports.
ﬁ'hw are a banker, four engineers, a journalist,
two industrial chemists and two clerks. They are
the Australian Flying Saucer Investigation Com-
mittee.
If you've seen a
*flying saucer” and
reported i, you

YT 77 T BT wN —
stlence? Did it emit
sparks or have a glow-
ing tall?”

Twentv-eight strange

may be asked by
the committee to reply to
s questionnaire contain-
ing 45 questions
These are some of the
questions—practical, fac-
12l probing

What time of the
day did pou see it?
Hou long was i vis-

hle? Was there any
ihunder? Was ot a
clear day?

Did vou take good
nofice n} 1ts !’h{']]’"'""
Wos it like a ctigar,
usage., soucer nr
r:-.I t."l

‘Was it as big as a
full moon, or just a
nmn-point of brilliant
licht? Did you notice
the color?

‘nid it make any
swoise or was there Just
cilanmece? Id it emil
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reports have come to the
sammittee from all over
Australia  since " it Was
farmed  last February
Tl MR_th was the report
b veteran ANA pilot
Captailn Druglas Barker
it he saw A metallie
mushroom-shaped object”
fiving al h“ih speed over
varra Valley in day-
e on New Year's Day
have told the

Others
eommittee that they have
gren clgar-shaped planes

spinning dises

diving Sausages
ratating SAUCErSs in
g in broad davliight
ancl at dead of night

nhe committee wWAaASs
tormed when Eix mem-
hers of the Astronomical
gaciety of Victoria de-
¢ 4ed that somebody
nught o investigate fiying
palucer reports

Members decided to

L s s siilaA ad
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Mempers ageciaea 1o
wiite to people who had
reported having seen
saucers and, if possible, to

pierview them
Now they're gol in
ask witnesses” to fill In

guest ionnaires

At the end of the re-
nort the interviewer de-
srrines the witness's re-
hahility — “gond.” “fair"
nt poor.”

The committee say that

Tl of the sighis they have

investigated are Inexplic-
able.

Journallst Donald Thom-
son, chairman of the
committee, savs: “There's
something new and
strange in the sky — and
it's worth looking into.

“If they're space ships
from another planet, then

they're behaving very
strangely.

“If they're just reflec-
tions of light, then they're

realistic.”

e added: "We have no
sufficiently reliable evi-
dence 1o come (n any
dogmatic conclusions. But
finally, backed by a aolid
analyvsis of reporta., [
think we'll be able to give
some opinion.”

One of the most strik-
ing reports came from an
ex-RAAF pilot officer, In
Adelalde One Sunday
morning last February, he
and his wife were sitting
on the verandah of their
home

Suddenly, out of the sky
shot twn rapidly-revolv-
ing discs £y Wwere a
short distance apart and

;ettlns closer to the
ground. Then they soared
and disappeared  The
officer got his field-glasses

ver
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nfficer got his field -glasses
and a few minutes |ater

they reappeared,
e discs approached
each other, almost met,

and then one banked into
a steep climbh He could
walch only one disc at a
time. and when the climb-
ing body had sped out of
5111! he looked for the
other, but it had gone.

On his card, filed care-
fullv away by the com-
mittee secretary, his wit-
ness “rating” is described
as "good "

Months later. an Elwood
man described the same
thing to the committee

Then a few weeks later,
A Brishane woman saw A
cigar-shaped object, with
fluorescent lights iinwmn
inside. It passed silently
over the les at 2 a.m.
It disappeared,

Many other
have come to the rome-
mittee’s stal address -
Box 5278, at the Mel-
bourne GPO. More are

invited

reports
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Sceptics on “saucers”

say . ..

PEOPLE DO SEE
THEM BUT-

By a Special Correspondent
E ITf DODEEIYALION OVer
EOPLE DO see ' the Yarra Valley on New
v oy Years day of a fly-
flying saucers. ing mushroom by a vet-
They DO see eran Australian National
an assorted rﬂngp nf Alrways pilot 15 one of the

celestial crockery, vege- CXamples that bring the

tables and other appari- ;t,',;'1l: subject Nearer

tions To that extent .

scepticism seems W be And the Civil Aviatlon

weakening Department's cautious
But are thevy seeing We do nhot regard Lhis

i i % N P i -
what they think theyre 2::?!"1I;t:mulrt: If:.a l::ﬁru;;';:lu-
seeing? That's the real ¥ ™, public to report
QuesLion unidentified aertal ob-

In the face of expert jects without fear of
testimony, it Is  being ridicule, 1s part ol the
more generally admitted  spreading recognition of
in the coldest official the incompleteness  of
quarters that there is no knowledge of the skies
readvy explanation for

EVERY  strange objeet There are scientists of
sighted the highest repute to sa)
K 1 . | i iTe =1 M W

We may have our that ihese things eithe

have no physical exist-
doubts about some of the ence, that they are [reaks

' more ornamental reports of light and reflection, or
from the United States that they are meteorolo-
where the competition tn | BICAl devices about which
sighting flving A UCPTE there I8 no mystery
and little green men s As
intense as In other flelds *

nf American Iife

\‘ = ol v .* -
__The observation over ANE of the fore

Lrommmm Lisilmes mem koo
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NE O tne 101e-
Omost authori-
tative sceptics

is the British Astro-
nomer Royal, Sir Harold
Spencer Jones, FRS,
"There are many nat-
ural phenomena which
Appear mysterious, #sand
for which, In some cases,
Lthere I8 as vel no satis-
factory explanation,” Sir
Harold wrote in the Spec-
tator. London, In 1950, dis-
missing a book by Gerald
Heard on flving saucers.

"The accounts of such

APPEATANCOS given b
those who are unfamiliag
with them mny be

strungely unlike the resl
thing. The aurora bore-
alls, ball lightning, 8t
Eimo's fire, mock suns and
parhelia, the Rrocken
sﬁwr-r.rr. a blue sun or a
blue moon. a bright fire-
ball, a slow-moving train
of metears, [or instance,
are sufficiently far [rom
the normal range of most
people’s experience 1o
give rise to wonderment

“1 receive many reports
of unusual or =trange
phenomena. but rarely 1s
an account nf what was
seen sufficiently precise
and accurate for a defi-
nite npinion to be given as
to the cause ™

Sir Harold went on to
ridicule Mr Heard's sSug-
gestion that the flying
saucers might have come
from Mars, and that the
Martians may be [arge
Insects, super-bees about
two inches in length, and
with a highly developed
social organisation

"The scientific reader.”
Sir Harold said. “will iet-

National Library of Australia

hallpons.
natural explanations [or
most of the others, and
there was nothing mys-
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Sir Harold said. “will jrt-
tison the whaole of this
chain of argument We
know enough about Mars
and the conditions that
prevail there to he confl.
dent that no animal life
cAan exist on it

"As for very hig
manufacturing plants
being in nperation on
Mars in order to turn
out dises In large num-
bhers, as |s num.mud. it
Is just fantastic.”

*

HREE years
later, the Astro-
nomer Royal

still conceded noth-

lnﬁ to theories that the
fiying saucers came f[rom
Venus or Mars—or Russia

Wwriting in the Evening
Standard, London, he
sald: "1 can say with ab-
solute assurance that none
of these fving saucers
come from other planets
My advice is, forget all
about them ™

He described as “"hum-
bug” reports of “lttle
men'”  having landed In
Amarica from fiving mau-
rers Most of the Ssau-
cers, he satd, were obeer-
vation or meleorological

There werr

terioue about fiving sau-
Cers.

A corresponding line
has been taken by Dr.
Donald H. Menzel Har-
vard professor of astro-
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vard professor of astro-
physics. Nobody, he says,
should be ashamed of see-
Ing fAlying saucers and of
reporting them. He has
seen them himeself

But that, says Dr. Men-
zel, 15 not the same thing
as believing that they are
space-ships manned by

intelligent  beings  from
another planet
IKE Sir Harold
Spencer Jones,

he distrusts the
detail of most of the

reports that have been
made. especially on  the
apparent speed of the

saucers, real or imagined

He added light beams,
roducing tical ‘ghosts.’
o the list of [(actors
which might produce the
impression of dises mov-
ing at dizzy speed and so
erratically that, if they
were aircraft, the sudden-
ness of their movements

would kill any human
crew.

l‘-‘l:rlnf saucers have
been almost a universal
tople of speculation since
the were sighted in
Idaho in 197. and then
in many other parts of
the United States and
the rest of the world.

There may never belore
have been a sustained and

widesoread “‘rage.”’ but
there 1= ample evidence
ol comparable spectacles

iong before they became a
standard subject for popu-
Inr fest with a mix-
ture of apprehension en-
couirnged by the age of
the atonom the et and the

National Library of Australia
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YAPLE PR TN (R LINY MET” iry
the atom, the {et, and the
reveket

Notable examples men-
tioned by Dr. Menze| in-
rlude the "Unknown
Lights nof Japan'' seen
“iving” in a long line,
and sometimes changing
thetr formation, by the
British warship Caroline
just. =nuth of Korea iIn
1803

When the ship's officers
reported their discovery
at Kobe, they found that
the same phenomena had
long been observed by
Japanese fishermen. and
had even been described
In Japanese schoolbooks.

w

HEN there was
the  “airship”
that startled

Oakland, California,
in 1896, and was reported

in other parts of the
United States in the f{ol-
iowing vear. It took the

form of a huge bird-shap-
ed obiect with a brilliant
light in its noxe As Usual,
the accounts varied Some
arronautical fanclers in
Chicagn were sure it wWas
a dirigible balloon The
astronomers put it down
in a freak of starlight
The serious Investiga-
tHion now carried out has
leel to no Airm or re-
venled conclusions that the
modern SAUCPATS are
tangible. The use by the
UInited States Navy, for
example, of transiucent
l|*|ln.'itu:' balloons 100 ft,
Mgh to carry electronic
instruments aloft in para-
chutes, and left to drift
in the intense winds ol
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in the intense winds of
the stratosphere. may
well have v:ralrd alarm-
ing spectacles.

Etueurrh {tself puts in-
to the skies objects almost
as strange as those now
coming out of planetary
fiction The controversy
has stimulated inventive
hoaxers

There mayv be a rational
and harmless explanation
for every authenticated
peculiarity observed in the
SPVEeN Vears since the sau-
cers gripped current popu-
lar iMmagination. But, de-
spite the scepticism of
rinlt N f Nt authorities.
learned quirics go on.

3 1JAN 188
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ARE these daylight ""flying saucers’’? They were photographed near
a Mauachu!eﬂs airport by a U.5, coastguard ofticer. He saw brilliant
Iighh flymg in furmahun one morning in 1952,

ARE SDM£ "saucers’’ formed like mirages? Dr. Donald Menzel,

r - i r i i
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AKE JUME  saucers Tormed like miragess Ur. Donald Menzel,

Harvard professor of astrophysics, says a car’s headlights may produce

two moving 'displaced”’ images, if the light is reflected by a layer of

warm air. Similarly, from a plane above a warm air layer, a pilot may
see a displaced image of the sun.
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